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DRESSING 



TWs invention relates to a di«ssing iihat is to say a meara BCT^ 
protection of a part Of a body such as one contaJiiing a wound. A dressing can also 
serve to hold a pad or other item in place relative to a part erf the body. The present 
invention is chiefly, but not exclusively, concerned with a dressing for a four legged 
animal. A distinction to be drawn between human bodies and tiiose of four legged 
animals lies that in a human body arms and legs effaitively lie in titie same plane as the 
body whereas in a four legged animal the legs tend to project out of ihe plane of the 
body, in pttwiding a dressing to the body of a human it is not usually necessary for the ' 
location of arm or legs to be involved. In contrast to ihia "wrttfa a foiir legged animal i 
who has sustained a body ix^vxy requiring a major dr^sing then relating the locating 
and seciuing of the dressii^ relative to one or more of ihe legs be^^ 

consideration. 

"in the event of ii^ury to a four legged animal, espedally ones tdating to a domestic or iv 
farming environment, it is common for any sui&oe damage to betreated and dressed • . 
to protect tihe suifaoe area. Such a dressing also serves to prevent'the animal having 
access to the area and through biting or Hc3dng aggravate the ii^ury and/or remove or 
at least diminish the effect of any dressing or medication that has'been applied. TO tttf* 5 
end the dressing needs to be shielded from displacement and 90 needs to be secured m 
pl^ce. This can have two adverse effects. Hraily having treated the wound the person 
givftng the treatment needs to spmd some time achieving protection of the dressing in 
a way (hat resists subsequent accidental displacement or tampering. Secondly ^ a 
r^tdt of securing the dressing the atumal can be incapacitated to a greater ejctent than 
is jiisiilLed meidy by Ihe nature or edent of the ir^^^ 
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Accoirding to the present inveAHxm ttiete provided a dresrfng for a four legg^ 
animal compiisiri^ 

a sheet member containing at least two aperhires each adapted to receive a leg 
and therd^y establish an axis of aligmnent for the dressing relative to a 
longitudinal axis of an andmalto which the dressing is applied; the dieet 
member being bounded bjr* 

a fir^t transverse aide from which the two aperttares axe spaced by an 

amotmt consldCTably less than the overall lectgth of ihe sheet member; 

a second transviSrse side spaced on the axis 6£ alignijAent and remote 

from the first transverse side; 

first and second lateral aides extending from the first ^de along on either 
. ^Lde of Ihe a?ds of alighment^ eadi lateral boundary of the pair extending 
from the first side to the secxtfid ade; the fett lateral aide 
being disposed on one dde of the axis of alignment and the second 
lateral side being di^csed on the oiher side ojf ttie axis of dignment to 
first side ; and '< 

'h locating^ means defined by,*or by way of ^ the sheet membj^r to pirovide for ' 
location of ttte sheet memb er on a li'ody of an animal to which tibe dreeing is 
^attached to limit movement of the dressmg in a direction coaxial With or p^ralL^ 
to die ajds of alignment; 

the dressing being adapted for retention in a working configuration around the 
body of an animal with a leg of the animal extending through each of the 
apertures and a standby configuration where the dressing is available for use 
prior to wrappirig aroUnd an animal. 

According to a first preferred version of the present invention a complementary 
linkage means is prbvided on the lateral sides to enable fiie Srst lateral side to be 
demountably coupled to.tihe seccAtd lateral side in the'worldng configuration of the 
dressing and the first lat^al side to be freed from coupling wiih the second lateral side 
in the standby configuration of the dreeing. 



I 
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Acrarding to a second prefefred vetaion^of the present invention d^essun^ ^ second 
lateral side is shaped so that with the dressing in ltd working <xkn%Ui:ation Ihe second 
lateral side serves to avoid coveiing a priedeftermined region of a body of an animal on 
which the dressing 13 estebli^ed in a working co[n£iigtu^tioci» 

According to a third preferred version of the present invention or of any preceding 
prefewed version thereof Ihs sheet at least in the region of the second lateral side 
define^ a iwtmber of possibLe paths, such-as by marks or lines or perforations in the . 
sheet, the paths providing for the sheet to be. cut to establish one of these paths to 
define a fresh srcond lateral side for the dji^essing. 

According to a fotirth pteCe^ed version of the present invention or of any pDeceding 
prefared version thereof the locating means^ixxmprises or indudea a cup or recess 
defined ]>y, or attached fo^ the sheet and adapted to rec^e a body region of an animal 
oif. which Hie dressing is betng, is to b&, tjsed in its worldng oon&gul-atimu 

According to a fifth preleired version of .tihe present iriverrtion or of any preceding '/ 
preferred version thereof the locating mjeans-compiises a tie or loop for attaching to a 
part of a.body of an aninial to which.itie dressirig is applied suA 

According to a sixth preferred version of the present invention or of any preceding 
preferred version thereof at least one of the apertures includes a sleeve extending from 
the aperture so that in f3ie working configuration of the dressing a leg of an animal 
extending throug)\ Ihe ap^iure is surrounded, and is resiliency held by^ the sleeve. 

Aec^rding to a seventh pieferiredversi^ ' 
prd5erred version thereof the sheet in addition to the two apertures for first two legs of 
a four legged animal provided towards the first transverse side of the sheet is 
additioonally provided a second pair of apertures for the oftier two legs of the animal to 
this first two so ihat, the dressing is' located by the fotir apertures on fhs kmc legs cm a 
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subject animal on which the dressing is being, or is to be, tusedixiits vrorking 
configuTaticm. Typically at least one se«»nd aperture of the secoxid pair of aperhuea 
iiwhides a sleeve extending from the second aperture so tiwt in the working 
coxifiguratiazi of the diessing a leg of an animal extending 1hroi;ig^ tihe second aperture 
la suxToimded over at least a short lengttiby the sleeve. 

AccCMxling to an ^^^^a&i pref ened version of the present incveintion or d£ any pveceding 
piefeit^ v€xsion tiluereof the cocm^^ 

compridng: at Least one pair of tapes or sitings which can he knotted togeOier, a 
ocKitact material such as VELCRO QXIM), an iadhesh^e cor plaster. 

According to a ninth preferred version of Represent invention or . 
prefemd version Ihessof the dreissirig indudes xheafffi 

dressing, or means fcnr cetaining medication, at a preidetenxdned location in a worldng 
cranfiguratlonof thedt^sing. ''li 

According to a tKith preferred version of me iaeeserit iw 

pref^ed version thereof the dresang is of 'a material 0* materials of a type able to 
withstand at least; one autodaving or other sterilisation process to enable tl^ dresBing 
tober&nsed. 

According to an devenih preferied version of thie pcesetrt Iri^^ 
preoedirig first to ninth pref wed version thereof tiie sheet material is of a t 

intended foe one off disposable usage. 

Es^dtt^laiy embodiments of the invention wiU now be dBscribed With 
accompanying drawing of dies^ngs fbr tise with fbur l^ged aninci^ 

Figure lA shows a plan view of a first embodiment in a ready to iise 

conBguratlcm and 

Figure IB shows die dressing of Figure tA located on a male dog; 
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Figure 2A shows a pUkti view of a second embodimerit in a ready to use 
cQEnfigtp?att<»i and Figure 2B shows ttie. dressirtg of Rgnte 2A located on a 
female dog; 

Figure 3 Aow^ a plan view of a tWtd ea[iI»diJtnen ready to be adjtisted atid 
fttfced; and 

Figure 4 shows a plan view of a fourtii embodiment in a ready to use 
configuration 

The dre^in^ are particularly^ but not exclusively intended for ti^ for poet operative 
dressing. - 

Foot EMBODIME^^^ (FiGcnuBs ^ 

Hiede figures variously show a dressing 10 for a male dpgD. The dressing 10 
comprises: a sheet member 11 contairur^ two aperttu:es 12^ 13 eadti adapted to receive 
respectively firont.legs 14, iSof ttie dog D-vThe apertures 12^ 13 are dispose 
^^rmmetricatly on either side of axis of alignment A for the dressing 1 0 relative to 
longitudinal axis X of «he dog D. Ttie sheet member 11 is botmded by: 

front transverse side 16 from which the two apertures 12/ 43 are spaced by an 
amount F considexably less lhaiv the overall length L of ^the sheet member 11; 

a rear transverse side 17 on the axis of alignment A and at the opposite end of 
the sheet membCT 11 to the front transverse side 16; 

a pair of lateral ^jdes respectively first lateral sidelS and second lateral side 19 
^ctending from the front transve»e ade 16 to the rear transverse side 17 and 
symmetrically dispose along either side of the axis of aU^inment A« 

The sheet member 11 includes a locating means in the form of a cupped section 20 
generated in this case by stitdiing the local part of secEion20 
serves to provide for location of the sheet member 11 on the body of the dog D to 
which the dressing 1 D is attached to limit movement of the dre»ift0 in a direction 
coaxial wititi or parallel to ttie axis of alignment A. 
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In addition a seam 21 is pnTvided to establish curvature confottrdng to ttie ttndeesWe 
of the dog D so that in use file dted^g 10 is a snug fit. 

The dressing 10 is in this case adapted for refeantion in a working cxinfiguratiotl (as 
shovm in Figure IB ^ound 1h.e body of dog D wiliv front legs 14 15 extending, 
Tespeddvefyt throng apertures 12, 13. The retention is maintained by means of 
compleoieatacy stripes 23, 24 of VELCRO (RTM) <>«■ ^ T^^e^l sides 18, 19 

It will be seen in this flifst embodiment that the rear transverse side 17 provides for a 
substantial amount of deatance of rear lower part DD of the dog D typically to enable 
the dog D to eoxets matter vrilfaout soiling iiie dressixtg 10. 

These figures variously show a dxesaing SO.fbr a female dog F. The dressing 30 lis 
broadly aimilar in form and in function to dressing IQ of Figures lA^ B, Consequently ~ 
to avoid uiuiuerepetitiott where items to FJeta»82A^ • 
function to those of Figures 1 A and B iiien fee bsxoa reference letber/twunerals is used, 
in Figure 2 with the addition of ^ .. -. i 

In this case the rear transverse dde 27 of the dre8sing,30 is of less pronoimced 
curvature than that of rear transveise side 17 of dressing 10. This provides for greater 
coverage of rear Icwer section FF of the female dog F than was available from dressing 
20 for male dog D. This is to provide that drefisiiig is rfeadily applied and relataed for a 
fomale dog F after a spaying operation. 

TMIttDBMBODlMEMIr (B1GUB£ 3 ) 

TWs show a dressing 30 having a sheet mernber 31 wWch can be readily adapts . 
suit a particular animaL Apertures Al, A2 are con^arable ki form and function to 
apertures 12, 13 of ^ first embodiment of FigurelA The dressing has a firont 
transverse side 32 similar in form and function to £f ont side 16 of Figure lA. First and 
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©econd lateral sldes^ respectively aides 35, 36 corresponding in form and finwHott to 
first and second lateral sides 18, 19 of Figure 1 A. Rear portixm R ot ihe sheet member 
31 is printed wllh broken Imes, typically lines LI, L2, L3 which e«»able ftie sheet 31 to 
be cut to ihe desired length for ttie case of a particular animal and lines Rl^ R2, 113 
which enable the sheet 31 to be cut out to reveal to the required exteiit an area of ttte 
body of the subject animal The sheet member 31 is of a material which is readily cut 
without fraying. Any use of conventional stitching for whatever purpose, at least in . 
the rear portion R, is avoided so that any cutting to length or shape does not involve 
cutting stitching. If stitcWng is to be used then it should be Of a type which can be cut . 
without fee sebn invciwed becoming unstable and xnuravemng. Aherna^ 

stitching would hulude gluing^ taddng, moiddi^ 

fii this case the dressing 30 is provided with tkjpe ties T to secure fee dresang 30 about 
fee body of the' sulqect animal. 

FOUKmBMBOblMBNT (FIGURE 4) ' •• 'V- " . • ' " - V • 

lliis'sfiowadresang4dhavinga8heet.membCT41v^ • 
43 corr^arable in form and function tw aperhices 12, 13 in Figure lA (Fir^ 
Bmbodim«mt)i8 further provided wife second apertures 44, 45 so that fee d*e8^ car* . 
be aH^aed by locating it over fee four legs of d subject animal rafeer fean just fee front • 
or rear pairs of legs. This embodiments shows fee-use of a f urfeer, central, aperture M 
providing access to fee surface of fee body typically to free feeding nipples on a female 
animal. In an alternative this version can be provided for in a similar manner to feat . 
ahowninPlgure3. Thatisto say feelomtionsof arange of possiWe 

Tlie maleidal used for the sheet irwanbers of isach embodiment can be selec^^ 
achieve one Dip more desired ends. Typically the material wffl usuaUy need to 
which is porous so as to allow fee passage of air to fee body beneafe the sheet 
However feere may be cases where an impervidus sheet material Is required and this 
is readily fiomied into a dressing of the types desai1»d. In addition t^ 
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sdected dependijns on the ^teiU to which tlue^dxesfflng is intended for re^e* For re- 
txse tiie tnatetial of the whole dressing shotild he selected so as to he readily 
steriliMble^ such as by autodaving or chemice] means/ wiihout deterioration in £he 
str^n^th or functianing of the dressing. 

The inner side of ttie sheet member can in any given case;be provided with means, 
such as a pocket, for positively retaining further local dres^ng material and/or 
medication. 

In an alternative version of the present inx'^e^UOTi at least one of tine apertures or of the 
second aperiwrescanbe.provid^t^th a sleeve ex " 
member to provide for a r^ion of ihe leg of a subject animal to be sleeved. 

i Ihe dressing of ^present invention can be readily iK^^ 

to cover a range of lilffily ianijnal 8^ 
as iriatnictions for use, identify of th« 
subject. Thedressings ate readity 
fo*: use in a treatment oer^ 

In a basic version of the inventicaa it is envisaged that a s^ 

shown as the rear section of Figure 3 can be provided and a front section which, • 
instead of being already pierced by apertures, can merely have ttie apertures marked 
for cutting. This provides for extensive use in an animal hospital or a vets of a dressing 
marJ<ed out after the mamer of a dress pattenj. wWch is ^ 

range of possible subject »zes. For a given case such a dressing is readily prepared for 
usefor a particular size of subject animaL Topically thereat section of the "dress 
pattern' versicm can accommodate marking for the selectirat and cutting of a second, 
lear^ pair of apertures as desciibed in connectioti wi^ 

this basic version can be provided witib the complementary linkage means along the 
lateral sides. 
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CLAJMS 

1 AdxOTngfc»af6iarlBggBdaiiiTOal<^ 

a sheet mmiber containing at least 'two apertures each adapted to Mceive a leg 
and thereby establi^ an axis o£ alignment for tihe dressing relative to a 
loiigltudinal axis of an animal to which tit^ 
meimbetf beirig bounded by: 

a frat traxwerse side frcm whdch the tw 

amount canaderably less than ifee overall lengfli of the sheet member; 
a second trari^verse side spabed on the axis of jalignm 
. . ;^ from the first transverse side; 

first and second lateral sid». extending from the first ade along on either 
side of the axis of aUginment, each lateral boundary of ttie pair exf^^ 
from the iSu:^ side to fhe seocnid side; tiie 
. .. being disposedononesideof the axis of alignment and the seco 

I lateral side being disposed on the otiier side of the axis of aUg^ 

: . > . first ^de ; and ^: u. 

a loczating means defined by^ or by. ymj of/.the sheet member to providefor 
location of the sheet metnber on. a body of an animal to which the dressing is 
attached to lixmt movement of the cbessing in a ^ 
totheaxisof alignnnent; 

the dressing being adapted for being retained in a working configuration 
around the body of an animal with a leg of the animal extending through each 
of the apertures and a standby configuration where the dressing is available for 
use prior to wrapping around an animaL 

. 2 A dressing as daimed in Claim 1 wheatein a complementaiy linkage means are 
provided on the lateral sides to enable the first lateral side to be demountably 
coupled to tine second lateral side in the working configuration, of dresdng 
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and ilie fIrBt lateral side to be JBreed from anq>Ung wUih flfae second lateral side in 
the standby configuration of the dre&^g> 

A dt^sing dd daimed in any preceding daim whetein tihe second lateral side is 
^M^ed so that with the dressing in its working configuration the se<!ond lateral 
side serves to avoid covering a predeteimined region of a body of aid animal on. 
whidi Hie dressing is established in a working configuration. 

A dressing as clajunedin Qaim 1 or Claitn. 2 wherein the sheet in the region of 
the second lateral side defines a number of posable jpaths, such as by marks or 
lines or perforations in the sheet, the paths providing for the sheet to be cut to 
establish one of these pattis to define a fresh second lateral side for ihe dressing. 

.A dressing as daimed in any preceding daim wherein the a locating means 
Goxn]»i8M or Includes a tjixp or recess defined by, or attached to^ the sheet and 
adapted to receive abody region of an animal on which the dressing is being; or 
is to be, used IxL its wcMrldng configuration. 

A dresi^ng as daimed in any preceding claim wherein the location means 
comprises a tie or loop for attadung to a part of a body of an azdmal to whidti 
the dressing is applied sudi as a tail. 

A dressing as daimed in any preceding daim wherein at least one of the 
apertures indudes a sleeve extending from the aperture so that in the working 
configixratlOTi of the dressing a leg of an animal extending through the aperture 
is surrounded, and is resUiently held by, the sleeve. 

A dressiiig as daimed in any preceding daim wherein, the sheet in addition to 
the two apertures for first two legs of a four legged animal provided towards 
tifie £rst transverse sid e of the sheet there are additianally provided a seccmd 
pair of apertures for ttie other two legs of the animal to the first two so that, the 
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dressing is located by the four aperhires on Ihe four 

which the dressiiig is being, or is to be, used In its working.OQnflguratlon, 

A di-ttsing as claimed in Claim 8 wherein at least erne seo^^ 

SGcoasd pair of apertures indudea a sleeve extending fixjmttiesecosnd aperture 

so that in the working configuration of As dressing a leg of an animal extending 

through the second aperhiiB Is sun»uixded over at least a fl^^ 
sleeve. 

A dres^i^ as daimed in any preceding daim wherein the complementaty 
linkage means is <:itx)sen from a gpyap comimsing: at least one pair of tapes or 
strings whldi can be knotted togettier, a iBontact material sudi as VELCRO 
(BIM)/ an adhesive or plaster. 

A dressing as daimed in any preceding daim wherein the dressing indtides 
means for locating or retaining a loQgl dressing, or- means for retaining 
medication/ at a predeterminol location in a working Gcxifiguzatian of the 
dressing. 

A dressing as daimed in any preceding claim wherein tl» dressing is of a 
material or materials of a type able to wiihstand at least one autodaving or 
other sterilisatiloai process to enable ttie dressing to be re-used. 

A dressing as daimed in any of preceding daims 1 to 11 wherein the sheet 
material is of a type intended for one off di^sable usage. 

A dr^sing as hereinbefore described wiili reference to Figures lA^ IB; Figures 
2A, 2B; Figure 3 or Figure 4 of the accompanying drawings. 
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ABSTRACT 
Dressing 

A dressing for a four legged «nimfll comprising: a sheet member contalnii^ at least 
two aperftjies each adapted to receive a leg and thei^y establish :an axis of alignment 
for the dressing relative to a longitudinal aids of an animal to which the drrasirig is 
appUed; fhe sheet metnber being bounded by^ a first transverse dtie firom which fee 
• two apertures are spaced by an amoimt canaiderably less than fte overall length of the 
dteet meinber; a second traniwerse side spaced on the ^Jd^ 

from the first transverse side; first and second lateral sides extending from the first = 
^dealiongoniaiiahier^dedf theaxisofaHgnmmt,^ • 
extending fiom ttie first side to ilie seoona side; the first lateral side of the pair being 
disposed on one side of the axis of aUgnment and tiie second lateral side being 
disposed on tiie ottet side of ihe axis of aligni^ . 
:^de£ined by, or by way of, flie' shtet ni^nb^ to piovideior Iocatl«9 of tihe dNeet * •" 
vmember on a body of an an6nal to wltfch^' dxeSsMg & attached limit mov^enfi 6f • ' 
the dressing in a direction coaxial with or parallel to the axis of al^ntnanJ; the dresslhg 
being adapted for beii^ retained in a worldxig conHguratlon around the body 6 
animal wifli a leg of ihe axtinVal extending through each'of the apsotures and a standby 
configuration whene the dressix^ is available for use prior to wr^ping around an 
animal. 
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